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Literacy Specialist, Earth8ight School | Okayama, Japan

When Mari Sawa began teaching at Earth8ight School, she was given the opportunity to
create aliteracy program focused on developing critical thinking skills and widening her
students’ and their families’ worldviews.

One of her greatest successes is the implementation of a study abroad trip that enables
kindergartners and their families to travel to the United States for a week. Sawa, who
attended college in the U.S., believes the opportunity to attend an American school for a week
allows students to experience English as a living language. For many family members, it is
their first opportunity to travel abroad. “The parents are able to experience globalism and see
the possibility of their children living in a bigger world in the future.”

Along with serving as a literacy specialist, Sawa is also a kindergarten teacher,
after-school program director, parent education director, and staff education director for

. Earth8ight.

Sawa's ultimate goal is to revitalize the entire family in literacy education. “With the
parents becoming readers, the children will also have great models to become lifelong
readers.”

Last fall, Sawa was accepted into the Harvard Graduate School of Education, where
she will earn a master’s degree through the Human Development and Psychology
program.
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